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ABSTRACT: Four Japanese top-o£-the-line touring motorcycles are 
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Gold Wing LTD. All feature elaborate stereo systems , adjustable 
suspensions, LCD instrumentation, and cruise control, and all carrv heftv 
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fUC TOUR GUDE 

lite, even down an incline, is as ticklish a 
proposition as bump-starting a rhinoc- 
eros, and the full weight of an FL full- 
dresser makes itself felt when bench- r 
pressed against 8.5:1 compression 

And fully dressed the Tour Glide or 
rather the Tour Glide Classic, certainly 
is. The FLTC's $10,000 price tag, k 
thousand dollars dearer than last year's 
standard Tour Glide, is enough to sag 
the jaws of riders stepping off Shadows 
and such. Savants versed in Motor 
Company model code will recognize 
the 1( C ' suffix, which stands for Cla$- 
s/c— the top of the series line. In the 
case of the FLT, a C designation means 
you get once-optional goodies as stan* 
dard equipment: two-tone paint and a 




full brace of VDO instrumentation in- 
cluding an analog clock, oil pressure 
and temperature gauges, and a voltme- 
ter, Also included is Harley's new AM/ 
FM cassette deck stereo system with 



fairing-mounted speakers and handip 
bar controls. e " 
We present the Classic Tour Glide 
here because the stripper Glide has 
been discontinued in '86. Over the 
years, the touring market has focused 
with increasingly exclusive concentra- 
tion on the upper end of the economic 
scale— one has only to take a step in- 
side the grounds of the annual Aspen- 
cade rally to realize touring in this coun- 
try has become the unabashed outre 
oeuvre, while the traditional low-ball 
models have steadily dropped out of 
sight; The standard Gold Wing is no 
more, ditto the Venture; even the clas- 
sic (with a small "C") four*speed Elec- 
tra Glide faded into history last season - 
Harley-Davidson will offer the C-modei 
as an option only with the Electra Glide' 
ail Tour Glides manufactured in 1986 
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CLOUDS ON WHEELS 

Shl? u ^£!' l8nce i n mot °reyc\\nQ carries the same air of 

KT; ?£5 fiftV h ^ ui ^ n of a tofwMhe-Ihe touring 
rrg. in a land filled with hundreds of miles of arrow-straiaht 

loeId^r iR 'r tate$ StretChed even ^ a sSSg 

rS^'T 1, American - S *yte touring" has for most riders 
thfl , ° be T asufed by the Ptohness of the suspension 
A^ pf. SS ° f lhe fairin 9 andthe inventory at gadgets ' 
line «i ^mSlf °*. Ca3 £ ette deCkS perha P s best represent the 
or^lS T^fhi? betW , een the P ,ain - Jane functional mo- 
S e and th 2 ,uxury " ners * Al1 the top-of-theHine Japa- 

R^Li* V r¥ r ' f^ Uk \ ^cade LX and Yamaha Venture 
Hoyafe— carry fairly elaborate sound systems, but within the 

m?J? SSe > a Va f iety of features - Wl 'nd and traffic noise 
T*l f^* 0 ™^ volume control desirable on a motorcycle 
and of the four bikes mentioned only Kawasaki lacks the 



useful device which increases voluntas speed or surround- 
ing noise rfses; with all the others the rider can adjust the 
amount of gainr to* persona' taste. Putting an * eye toward 
passenger comfort, Suzuki provides controls for station se- 
lection and for cassette-player volume in the pillion area, 
while Honda includes an additional pair of speakers 
mounted on the lid of the Limited's travel trunk. All four sys- 
tems offer auto-reverse, minimizing the need to fumble with 
cassette tapes while on the road. Audiophiies win admire 
tnose sound systems featuring Dolby noise reduction and 
metal-tape bias modes, but on a motorcycle the greatest 
limitations on sound quality stem from space restrictions; 
cramped quarters in their fairings limit motorcycles to small- 
ish speakers with little separation distance. All four luxury 
liners offer the convenience of handlebar-mounted'station- 
tunmg controls, and mute buttons let riders zap out commer- 
cials or tone down the volume at stoplights. Optional CB 
radio and intercom systems often fatten up these already 
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will carry the FLIC designation, and all 
(including the C-model Electra Glide) 
will be priced barely a full-course dinner 
shy of 10 grand. 

The Tour Glide's fairing is in every 
way a better piece than the Electra 
Glide's, and its effect on handling, effi- 
ciency and comfort is instantly appar- 
ent when climbing aboard the FLT after 
a ride astride the Electra Glide. In fact, 
the two Glides, identical but for the fair- 
ings, feel like entirely different animals 
from the saddle. The Electra screen is 
mounted on the handlebar (thus the 
"H" in this FL's model designation), the 
Tour Glide's bolted to the engine guard- 
rails, and this has a profound effect. 
Low-speed maneuvering on the Tour 
Glide takes a deal less grunt at the han- 
dlebar, curves are negotiated with more 
precision, and stability at highway 




speed is significantly enhanced- Cover- 
age from wind blast is excellent every • 
where above the knees on the Tour 
Glide, and the screen itself is lower, al- 
lowing even short riders an unob- 



structed view of the road. 

Coastdown figures further illustrate 
the efficiency of the Tour Glide's 
screen: It takes just over 19 horsepower 
to push Kawasaki's massive Voyager 
down the highway at 60 mph, and the 
* jur Glide uses 18.7 horses. Our Tour 
Ulide turned in consistent figures of 
high and middle 40s both while cruising 
on the highway and backroad explor- 
ing, giving an average of just over 45 
mpg on regular fuel. The Electra Glide, 
ridden at a sedate pace on the freeway 
up to Laguna Seca and back, returned 
37,3 miles per gallon— a difference of 
almost eight mpg, or over 20 percent. 
(Even at 45 mpg, however, the Tour 
Glide's relatively small fuel tank gives it 
the least cruising range of any contem- 
porary full-dress tourer.) 

This Tale of Two Fairings paints a 
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complete sound packages. 

Like music, cruise control can be a godsend 1 on a long 
trek, combating fatique and boredom. Again, all the manu- 
facturers but Kawasaki include this feature. Note, however, 
that not all cruise controls are created equal. Yamaha's sys- 
tem can be set at only one position, while Suzuki's version 
includes controls for resume, speed-increase and speed- 
decrease. Honda's cruise control is the most elaborate of 
the group: its increase and decrease controls have a tap-up 
or tap-down feature that allows the pilot to alter set speed in 
one-mph increments. 

Since the payload these behemoths carry can vary from 
one day to the next, it makes sense for the manufacturers to 
equip them with self-contained air compressors to allow 
convenient ride-height adjustment Once again, not all sys- 



tems are equal. The Honda and Yamaha offer manual and 
automatic air pressure adjustment front and rear, Kawasaki 
provides manual adjustment front and rear, and the Suzuki 
system automatically corrects ride height by altering only 
the rear suspension. Additionally, the Yamaha and Kawa- 
saki rear suspension systems offer adjustable rebound 
damping, useful once the interstate gives way to curvy sec- 
ondary roads/ As a bonus, the Honda and Suzuki carry an 
additionaJ air outlet and hose to fill tires out in the middle of 
nowhere and blow up air mattresses in camp. 

Furthermore, the air compressor in Suzuki's Cavalcade 
pumps up three air cushions in the passenger's seat and 
backrest, a unique and welcome accessory for your pillion 
mate; the passenger's floorboards offer two-position adjust- 
ability; and, like the Voyager's, the Cavalcade's travel-trunk/ 
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Yes, just take a look at the superstars and 
super hits that the Columbia Record A Tap* 
Club now offers. Over 210 In all to choose 
from— and you may have ANY *n for only a 
penny! To get your 11 tapes or recorcs. simply 
'ill in and mail the application together with 
your check or money order for 5136 as pay- 
ment (that's 1C for your first 11 selections, plus 
$185 to cover shipping and handling). And if 
you also All in the Bonus Box, youli get an 
extra album free. In exchange, you simply 
agree to buy 6 more tapes or records (at 
regular Club prices) in the next three years— 
and you may cancel membership anytime 
after doing so. 

How the Club operates: every four weeks (13 
times a year) you'll receive the Club's music 
magazme. wnich describes the Selection of 
The Month for each musical Interest... plus 
kindreds of alternates from every field of 
") hic In addition, up to six times a year yvu 
•»mv receive offers of Special Selections, 
dually at a discount olf regular Club prices, 
lor a totaJ of up to 19 buying opportunities. 

If you wish to receive the Selection of me 
Month or the Special Selection, you need do 
nothing— it will ,be shipped automatically. H 
you preler an alternate seiectioa or none at 
ail, <in in the response card always provided 
and mail ii by the date specified, >bu will 
always have at least 10 days to make your 

Nots: Alt RppflcTikins are subfeci to rwfow; Cotwnoia 
Heu*G r«*«riM9 trie rtgni to reject any *pp-c«Uon. 1 

OCTOBER )385 



decision, ir you ever receive any Selection 
without having 10 days to decide, you may 
return it at our expense, 

The tapes and records you ortser dunng 
your membership will be billed at regular Club 
prices, which currently are $798 to $9.98— 
plus shipping and handling, (rvkiliiple-unit sets 
and Double Selections may be somewhat 
higher) And if you decide to continue as a 
memoer after completing your enrollment 
agreement, you'll be eligible for our money- 
saving bonus plan. 

10-Day Free Trial; we'll sena details of the 
Clubs operation with your introductory ship- 
ment, tf you are noi satisfied for any reason 
whatsoever, just return everything within 10 
days for a fun refund and you will have no 
further obligation. So you risk absolutely 
nothing by acting now! 

Special Start-Your-Membership'Now Oner; 
you may a/so choose your first selection nght 
now— and we'll give it to you for at least 60% 
off regular Club prices (only $2.99). Enclose 
payment now and you'll receive It with your 11 
Introductory selections. This discount pur- 
chase reduces your membership obligation 
immediately— you'fl men be required to buy 
just 7 more selections (instead of 6) m the next 
three years. Just check the box m application 
and fill in number you want. 



Rll in this box for your bonus album! 



Columbia Record & Tape Club 
RO. Box 1130, Terre Haute, Indiana 476TI 
I am endowing check or money order for (whicfl includes Tt 
for my n selections, plus $1.85 for snipping and handling). Please 
accept my membership application under the terms ourlined in 
this aovertlsement. I agree to buy eight more tapea or records (ai 
regular Club prices) in the next three years— and may cancel 
membership at any time after doing so. 
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of tlaefeciione 
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FLTC TOUR GLIDE 

striking picture of the labyrinth in which 
the new Harley-Davidson Motor Com- 
pany finds itself in its push toward mod- 
ernization: The only debits we could un- 
cover to the Tour Glide's rounded 
screen were less speaker separation for 
the stereo, locking glove compartments 
which are unlined, allowing loose items 
to gravitate freely toward the dual head* 
lights, and the FLT's undeniably stubby 
appearance. This last is coffin-nail 
stuff: Despite the superior performance 
and comfort of the Tour Glide, it's the 
Electra Glide's traditional look, accord- 
ing to H-D spokesmen, that continues 
to outsell FLT function two to one. 

But wait: Might speaker separation 
really be the kicker? Certainly Harley's 




new stereo system is a strong selling 
point with the FL Classics. The new unit 
features ail the latest gadgetry in on- 
board sound; AM, FM and CB reception 



with seek and scan functions, metai 
cassette tape capability with Dolby, 
and handlebar controls for volume and 
channel selection. Reception is excel- 
lent, tone as clear as the best motorcy- 
cle ster*ybs currently available, worlds 
ahead of Harley's ancient Motorola, 
and at 20 watts per channel the system 
is more Shan adequately powerful. It is 
also expensive. Retrofitting the radio to 
earlier Glides would cost audiophiles 
somewhere on the order of $600. Hap- 
pily the stereo system comes as stan- 
dard equipment on all '86 FL Classics. 

Standard equipment, too, is a full 
complement of load-carrying gear; a 
pair of saddlebags and TourPak lug- 
gage trunk. Though capacity of the vari- 
ous bags and trunks is dose to the 
standard of those on Japanese tourers, 
quality, finish and basic design are not: 
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CLOUDS ON WHEELS 

backrest slides fore and aft to suit the passenger's riding 
posture. 

Each of the four big touring bikes boasts varying degrees 
of LCD instrumentation, with Kawasaki and Honda the clear 
leaders — only their odometers are analog, a legal require- 
ment. In addition to LCD, the Voyager and Gold Wing LTD 
also feature full-on trip computers, wonderfully entertaining 
over the long haul, say, between Los Angeles and Las Ve- 
gas. Perhaps the most useful modes are for fuel consump- 
tion rate and remaining range. The average speed calcu- 
lators create a new type of on-the-road challenge, but some 
of the gadgets border on silliness. For instance, the Voyag- 
er's compass is clever but hardly functional, and the LTD's 
flashy time-zone display falls into the category of true use- 
lessness. What's arguably the most useful of all accessory 




instrumentation is a clock, which all the big rigs do include. 
Not one manufacturer, however, has seen fit to install an 
onboard thermometer, though Honda offers an air tempera- 
ture gauge through its Hondali'ne accessories group. 

Of course, you'll pay a premium for these accessory- 
laden deluxe models. As an extreme example, the $10,000 
LTD costs $3800 more than a radioless but fully functional 
Gold Wing Interstate. In a country, though, where people 
think of you as an eccentric cheapskate if you don't drop 
three grand into accessories for your new car. these bikes 
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The locks and latches are potmetal 
pieces, awkward and unreliable, the 
saddlebags musi be half-emptied for 
access to the Dzus fasteners which 
hold them fixed behind their chrome-rail 
cradles, and the bags have io handles, 
making them a chore to ca.ry once de- 
tached. The luggage system is quite 
waterproof, but no inner liners are pro- 
vided, assuring that the smell of fiber- 
glass resin soon impregnates every 
stitch of clothing and calorie of food 
they carry, and care must be taken 
when stowing a full-face helmet of stan- 
dard size in the luggage trunk to avoid 
marring by a central trough molded into 
the lid. 

Economically, the FLTQ is a curious 
biend of spacious and cramped quar* 
ters. Addressing the moderately up- 
swept handlebar places the rider in the 




sort of alert/relaxed posture that can be 
comfortably maintained for hours, yet 
the raised edge of the pilot's seatback 
locks him into a position slightly far for- 



ward. The floorboards, even when 
screwed into their lowest positions, are 
a touch too high for taller riders, whose 
search for relief finds them resting feet. 
Lowrider-style. on the engine guards 
much of the time. The seat, though 
wide and plush, offers little support for 
the rider's thighs, and shortish passen- 
gers must stretch to make contact with 
their floorboards. 

Tour Glide controls remain pure Har- 
ley — that is, massive; shamelessly, al- 
most elegantly crude, they require 
forceful, assertive inputs. Clutch action 
is ponderous and at times grabby; cog 
selection with the five-speed transmis- 
sion takes a sustained, decisive force 
at the enormous chromium heel/toe 
shifter. The FLTC's disc brakes, mated 
to an anti-dive system that separates 
the air in the fork tubes from a targe- 
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are just another expression of our infatuation with complex, 
clever entertainment devices, devices which transform our 
vehicles from mere practical transportation into enjoyable 
toys, and which bring out the envy in our neighbors. If you 
doubt that for a minute, tell us why virtually all the Japanese 
companies have dropped their sans-fairing touring bikes. 



and why Harley has added such a well-appointed dash- 
board. You probably needn't took past your remote garage- 
door opener, your telephone answering machine, or your 
programmable VCR. You've been hooked all along. And it's 
great. 

— Ken Lee 
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FLTCTOURGUDE 

volume air reservoir in the engine guard- 
rails when the pucks clamp down, re- 
spond best to a white-knuckie clench, 
but the anti-dive system works well and 
the triple discs haul the FLTC down 
from 60 in the same distance as the 
Gold Wing's integrated braking system. 

Riding the Tour Glide, or any Milwau- 
kee product for that matter, requires a 
certain psychic transition from the 
world of Japanese motorcycles. Riders 
have to alter their sense of speed and 
riding style— "get their minds right" as 
the company spokesman explained— 
to get real satisfaction out of the Harley, 
Nothing may be done quickly or half- ■ 
heartedly aboard the Tour Glide, but de- 
liberately, attentively, sometimes cau- 
tiously. The hand switches have an 
old-timey eccentricity about them: even 
after a week aboard the FLTC, the new 
Harley rider responds to traffic in his 
lane with a vicious stab at the turn 
signal. 

Some qualities refuse to respond to 
adaptation: The Dunlop Touring Elite 
tires are excellent, grippy rubber, sug- 
gesting an aptitude for cornering trac- 
tion that the FLTC's limited ground 
clearance quashes with a rude, grind- 
ing surprise. Twice we ventured into 
turns two-up on the Tour Glide at what 
seemed a moderate speed to find the 
solid-mount floorboard supports lever- 
ing the Dunlops off the road before the 
apex was in sight. 

Okay, so mountain roads are pretty 
much off-limits for the Tour Glide. So 
what? On the open road, both FLTC 
and rider can relax, absorbing miles of 
territory in quiet comfort. Long, 
straightish highways bring out the best 
in the FLTC; the air suspension, even at 
maximum pressure, is smooth and sup- 
ple, the Gates aramid-fiber drive belt si- 
lent and reliable, the fairing cuts air with 
the best of breed, and even the Tour 
Glide's weight, so ponderous in town, 
seems to enhance stability on the road. 

But the Tour Glide's heart rests in its 
Evolution engine. Here a pair of 670cc 
pistons are thrashing up and down be- 
neath you, yet, without benefit of 
counter-reciprocating masses, no tin- 
gling of the sort that sets your nerves on 
edge during the third hour on the road 
reaches the rider. Here is an engine that 
does not bake you in heat, force you 
bowlegged across an acre of engine 
case, or have you stirring the shifter to 
negotiate a slight breeze. Here is an en- 
gine, of ancient design by motorcycle 
standards, that pumps out more torque 
than the V-Max at 3500 rpm. 

Now. a Cycle fable: Several years 
ago, this magazine decided to attack 
the question of engine vibration on mo- 
torcycles in a logical, orderly fashion. 
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Dotlars flowed, engineers scribbled, 
sensors festooned footpegs, handle- 
bars, seats. The answers that came 
back were the sort of thing that makes 
technicians take up hair shirts and 
yoga: Yes, one coulf' measure vibration 
at selected points., on a motorcycle, 
and, yes, different bikes produced vi- 
bration of differing amplitude, fre- 
quency, bore and stroke, etc. But the 
numbers, collated and analyzed, could 
give no insight into what felt best to a 
human being, on a sunny day, riding a 
motorcycle down his favorite road. 

The Harley Tour Glide is like that. You 
can quantify its shortcomings, compare 
its characteristics, tot up its list of cred- 
its and debits. In the end that misses 
the point. The FLTC is a motorcycle for 



a certain type of riding and rider. It is not 
modern, complex or flashy, and, we be- 
lieve, its days on the scene are nurrv 
bered because the FLTC is also a ma- 
chine that, faced with Japanese 
competition, does no one thing sur- 
passingly well. 

We suspect that Harley-Davidson, 
selling far more cruisers and Sportsters 
than full-dressers, will fiddle little with 
Glide-family appeal until a new genera- 
tion—perhaps the long-awaited V-four 
Nova — is ready for production. When 
that happens, the true banner-standard 
of an original vision of excess across 
open spaces will pass, like Pullman 
coaches and the first, spellbinding 
Electra Glides themselves, quietly, 
away. ■ 



TEST SPECIFICATIONS 



Make and modal 1986 Hadey-Dav^dgon FU'C. 

Tour Glide Classic 

Price, suggested retail (a& of 7/24/65) $9974 

($10,03* in California) 

Perfarma/ico 

Standing. start % mile 14.64 sec.. @ 

87,67 mph 

Acceleration, r>$o mph 5.52 sec. 

46-70" mph, top gears ... (3) 4.72 see., 407 ft,. 

(4) S52 sec., 471 ft. 

(5) 9,76 sec.. 794 ft. 

Braking, 60-0- mph 139.14 ft 

engine 'ipm @ 60 mph, top gear -,.2709 

Average, fuel consumption rate ; 45.1 mpg 

(19.2 km/I) 

Cruising range (main/reserve) ■. 194/32 mi. 

(312/51 km) 

Load. capacity 

(GVWR leae curb weight) . .429 lbs. (194.6 kg) 
Maximum" speed in gears • ■ 

@ engine redilne (1)34 (2) 51 

(3)70- (4)91 (5)112 

Englnm 

'Type — i . . Pour-stroke, 4&<iegree V-tvyin; 
aipcooted with pushrod-actuaietf valves; 

two valvea per cyfinder ' 
Sore and stroke ' 88.6 x lOaOmm 

(3.50x4-2510,7. 

Plston'olsplacement . 1338ce (81 .7cu fr.) 

Cornpresskvvratlo r &.$?t ' 

Carfcuretktfu.L. ' . . .fl)Ke3nr*3fftnTri . 

w!th.butterffcvaive:* 

Bcrtacwfayetent TWtHnto-tw 

Ignition; Battery-powered, indtictlya,. 

* . magnettcalfy triggered 

Airffontiori Oiled foam element 

OH ffltratfon Paper element disposable 

Oil capacity .4.0 qte. (3.79 1) 

Transmission 

Type Rve-speed, constani-mesn, 

wet *dutch 

Primary drive TWIn-row chain; 

24/37 sprockets. 1.54 

Final drive Gates Ftoty Chain belt; 

32/70, 2.19 

Gear ratios (transmissionX V) 3V18 x 17/32, 3.24 
(2) 27/23 x 17/32, 2.21 (3) 23/27 x 17/32. 1-60 
(4) 190 x 17/32. 1.23 (5) direct. 1.00 

Gear ratios (overall) (1)10.99 (2)7.45 

(3)5.10 <4) 4.16 (5)3.37 



Type . , Doub/a^downtube, UKradie frame; 

box -esctioi* steel swing arm 

Suspension, front CenWaxle 1ork with 

42mm tubes, anti-dive valvlng , 
and 4,6 in. (1 T7mm) of travel 

rear. (2) air- assisted shock 

absorbers, producing 3.0 in. 
(76mm) of rea>wtaeel ttavel 

Wheelbase 62.$ in. (1598mm) 

Paka/trafl 26?/6.2 in. (I57mrn) 

Brake, front Hydraulic, dual-disc with 

single-piston Calipers 

rear Hydraulic, sing/a-disc with 

slngls-plston caliper' 

Wheel,' fronl -Cast 3.00 x 16 

- rear Cast, 3.00 * T6 

Tire, front . . " IVTT9QS16 Dunlop K291T 

Touring Elite* 

rear MT90S1 6 Dunlop K291T 

louring EEHe 

Seat height 31 .3 In. (795mm) 

Ground' clearance . . 5-8 in. (I47mrin)' 

Fuel capacity (main/reserve) 4.3/0.7 'gale. 

(16.3/2.61) 

Curt wet&ttt (fun tank) 787,5 lbs. (357.2 kg} 

Test weight 947.5 lbs. (429.6 kg) 

Electrical 

Power source Three-phase AC generator; 

310 watts. 

Charger control . . . ■ . , ,':So8oVatata voltage. 

' - - • reQUtatbrirectina*'' 

HaaoTtght b^am« t (Wgb/lbw)', J 30/35 wari* 

'Tafl/stopllojifB 6*27 watts 

Battery ' ;.t2V19AR 

fhgtrtimG/Tts 

Includes Speedomatsr, odomeier, tripmeter; 

tachometer wiln 5200-rpmreoTina; fuel 
gauge; analog dock; voltmeter; oil pressure 
gauge: oH temperature gauge; indicators, 
for low oil pressure-, high beam, neutral 
Speedometer error, 

30 mph indicated, actual 30.63 

60 mph indicated, actual ! 60.29 



Customer Service Contact 

Harley-Davidson Motor Co., Inc. 
3700 Wesl Juneau Ave. 
Milwaukee, Wl 53201 
(414) 342-4660 
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